HUMAN ELEMENT

Four Formidable Fusioneers Join Forces in All-Star Outing:
Scott Kinsey, Matthew Garrison, Arto Tungboyaciyan and Gary Novak

In the tradition of Weather Report and the Joe Zawinul Syndicate, two powerhouse pan-global bands
that have greatly influenced generations of musicians around the world, Human Element is staking out a
new corner of the musical map on its self-titled debut. Comprised of keyboardist Scott Kinsey (Tribal
Tech), electric bassist Matthew Garrison (Zawinul Syndicate, John MclLaughlin’s Heart of Things, Herbie
Hancock), percussionist-vocalist Arto Tungboyaciyan (Al Di Meola’s World Sinfonia, Joe Zawinul, Marc
Johnson’s Right Brain Patrol) and drummer Gary Novak (Chick Corea’s Elektric Band), Human Element
incorporates elements of fusion, funk and Armenian folk tunes into a potent 21st century brew that
defies easy categorization.

Recorded at Gary Novak’s Kronos Studio in Burbank and mixed and mastered by Kinsey in his home
studio, Human Element travels from intense offerings like the 5/8 title track and “Bottom of the Mirror”
to the Gnawan music influenced groover “Essouaria” and funky jams like “Crazy Girl” and “Shake It.”
Tuncboyaciyan’s “Hi Lao” (featuring a cameo by guitar hero John McLaughlin) injects a Middle Eastern
flavor into the proceedings while Garrison’s two tracks, “Izzy” and Cut,” showcase his remarkable facility
on the bass. For a change of pace from the whirlwind intensity, Tungboyaciyan offers transcendent
vocals on the beautiful ballad “See With Your Ear” and the zen-like calm of “Onno,” a touching ode to his
late brother. Arto’s son Seto also contributes some thoughtful spoken word passages on the solemn
lament “Think About It,” which tackles the grim topic of the Armenian genocide.

Rather than being a one-off studio project with an endless cast of characters, Human Element is the
sound of a band in the process of establishing its identity.

“We decided that it should definitely be a band and that a record should be just the four of us,” says
Kinsey. “There’s something special about that. We all loved Weather Report and the Mahavishnu
Orchestra and we wanted that real band approach. So the four of us camped out for a couple of days
and recorded all the basic tracks for this record. Everybody contributed tunes and we all had some input
on how the songs were going to end up sounding. It was never really one guy’s vision, even if it was his
tune we were recording. That’s why | really think in the end it does sound like a band record.”



And while the Zawinul influence may be apparent at times, the four kindred spirits boldly stride into
distinctly new territory on Human Element. “Language-wise, we all got so much from Joe,” says Kinsey,
“and yet we wanted it to be different and about us. And as we got into it, | think it started to really take
on an identity of its own. It spans a large area of music and yet it still sounds like one thing.” Adds
Garrison, “As far as Joe’s influence on this band, that’s undeniable. He left such a large footprint that it’s
pretty hard to escape his essence. And | personally consider Kinsey just about the only musician to really
take on Joe’s mantle and bring that sound and vision into the future while still keeping that essence.”

While Kinsey and Garrison — former schoolmates at the Berklee College of Music and frequent
collaborators over the years — provide a strong vision for this Human Element project, the secret
weapon of the band may well be Tuncboyaciyan, whose stirring vocals and churning percussion inform
each track.

“Arto is one of those rare artists that has an ability to foresee the outcome of a piece of music in its
totality from one listen,” says Garrison. “It’s a pretty amazing experience to watch him listen to a new
piece and then methodically build scenarios, structures, stories and end up with a creation beyond
anything you could have expected. His input so invaluable it’s almost hard to put into words.” Adds
Kinsey, “He’s just a wellspring. The guy can just open his mouth and sing something and it’s a tune. Or
he can play rhythm and it's something great. It just pours out of him.”

Novak, a longstanding member of Kinsey’s band, fuels this session with uncanny precision and authority.
“| played with Gary before on a few tours with Kinsey’s band,” says Garrison, “and the hook up was
immediate. What | really dig about Gary is his passion and intensity when he finds his zone during a
performance. He’s an absolute beast of a musician and I’'m so proud to say we have a band together.”
Adds Kinsey, “Novak sounds particularly incredible on this record. He was really able to do his thing and
it all came out really clear. He didn’t have to hold back or change the way he plays for any reason, he
could just be himself. And you can hear him really go nuts on several tracks here.”

Kinsey and company hope to establish Human Element as a major force on the international festival
scene, bringing their unique and powerful message to fusion and world music fans everywhere. “The
plan is to really go for it with this band,” says Kinsey. “We all believe in it because there’s really nothing
else like this band out there. Since Joe passed, there’s just no one making music that’s really on that
type of wavelength. So there must be a lot of people out there who would like to find music that speaks
to them the way that Joe’s music did.”

Human Element definitely fills that void. With the release of their self-titled debut on Abstract Logix, this
powerful quartet takes its first step in its musical mission.



